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 This issue, Team Pittsburgh once 

again parts the mists of time to look back 

on our Pittsburgh rocketry heritage, revis-

iting the Three Rivers Section. Coverage 

starts on page 3. 

 In the photo directly above, Three 

Rivers member Tim Bray stands beside 

the North Catholic Moon Rocket II at our 

August R&R Picnic and Launch. 

 The photo on the upper right 

shows the cover to an issue of the Three 

Rivers newsletter, the ConTrail.  

http://www.psc473.org/
http://www.nar.org/


2 TEAM PITTSBURGH 

       

TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is published bimonthly by the 

Pittsburgh Space Command 

NAR Section # 473 

 

Uncopyrighted material 

appearing in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

may be reprinted provided proper 

credit is given to the author and to 

TEAM PITTSBURGH. 

 

AD SPACE in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is available free to 

members in good standing. 

 

PSC Yearly dues: 

17 & under --- $6.00 

18 & over & family - $14.00 

(Membership includes  

newsletter subscription) 

 

Send PSC dues to: 

Mike Hardobey 

409 Mallard Drive    

Cranberry Twp.,  Pa 16066 

NOTE: Make Checks payable to 

Mike Hardobey -  NOT PSC 

  

PSC OFFICERS for 2008 

President  Steve Foster 

Vice President John Brohm 

Treasurer  Jerry Kraus 

Section Advisor  John Pace 

TP Editor  Art Nestor 

Webmaster  John Sarosi  

Website http://www.psc473.org 

  

  Submit articles for publication to: 

Art Nestor 

230 Arthur Street 

Zelienople, Pa 16063 

Email: artpeg@hotmail.com 

 

The Pittsburgh Space Command 

Is dedicated to the advancement 

of safe model rocketry. 

11/04/07-47 

ATTENTION NAR SECTIONS:          

Please send newsletter exchanges  

to: 

John Pace 

111 Crystal Springs Drive 

Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

Phone: (724) 742-8692  

  724-779-2000 
     

 

 

 

                  1713 Rt. 228 Suite L1,  Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066  

                  HOURS: MON THRU FRI 10-9, SAT 10-6, SUN 12-4                            

                         editorôs note 

NEW ADDRESS? 

NEW PHONE NUMBER? 

CONTACT: 

Mike Hardobey 

409 Mallard Drive 

Cranberry Township, Pa 16066 

Phone: (724) 772-9678 

NO. 136 

Some Historical Data In Celebration of the NARôs 50th Anniversary: 

December 07, 1957 - The Model Missile Association is incorporated in Colorado. 

January 03, 1958 - 1st meeting of the MMA at the Hammond Organ Studio in 

                              Denver, Colorado. 100 Charter members present. 

Sept. 18, 1958 - Mile High Section in Denver is granted the 1st Section Charter. 

Oct. 25, 1958 - Name officially changed to the National Association of Rocketry. 

May 16, 1959 - Worldôs 1st NAR sanctioned model rocket competition is held 

                              in Denver. 

July 16-19, 1959 - NARAM 1, Hogback Rocket Range, Denver. Norman Mains, 

                              Jr. is 1st National Champion.   

Three Rivers 

 I hope you find the story of 

Three Rivers Section in this issue 

interesting. I felt this was an appro-

priate time for the article and needed 

telling.  

 It was a little difficult to get 

a good quality reproduction on some 

of the photos. Most of them are mim-

eographs and therefore not very good 

to start with. 

Happy Holidays and I hope everyone 

has a great New Year in 2008! 

http://www.PSC473.org
mailto:artpeg@hotmail.com
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 Incorporating one of the most frequently used 

references for the City of Pittsburgh into its name, Three 

Rivers Section was founded in October, 1969, and based 

in the North Hills area. (Pittsburgh stands at the conver-

gence of the Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers to form 

the Ohio River.) 

 If Three Rivers Section had a lucky number, a 

magic number, or some sort of cosmic number, then that 

number would probably be 3. Formed in the ñheydayò of 

model rocketry, it existed for barely three years. The Sec-

tion, an important part of the heritage of Pittsburgh rock-

etry, ranks as the third greatest Pittsburgh NAR Section 

behind Steel City Section and our own Pittsburgh Space 

Command. The club was in reality one part in a near in-

separable alliance of three clubs. Its newsletter, Con 

Trail, lasted for three volumes. (And no, weôre not done 

with the threes yet!) 

The North Catholic Rocket Club 

 Three Rivers Section began as the North Catholic 

Rocket Club in 1967 or 1968 at the North Catholic High 

School in Troy Hill. No, there were not 3 founding mem-

bers but five -  Rich Baier, Dennis Brandl, Tim Bray, 

Mike Thomas and Tom Wuelette. According to Rich 

Baier, ñThe five (of us) hung around together and had the 

same interests. Many of our meetings were at Annuncia-

tion Hall on the North Side. It was our parish church 

while growing up. The vast majority of the time we 

launched at McCully Field in Hampton.ò 

 One notable accomplishment of this club was the 

construction of the North Catholic Moon Rocket, ña two 

F-engine clustered rocket built almost single-handedly  

by Denny Brandl and Rich Baier, with a little help from 

Tom Wuelletteò according to an article in the North Pitts-

burgh Rocket Clubôs newsletter (which was later named 

ConTrail). 

 The Moon Rocket was the chief attraction at the 

4th Annual Pittsburgh Spring Convention held on March 

28-30, 1969. This was high power ñback in the day.ò The 

engines were made by Centuri Engineering and the rock-

et was scheduled for liftoff during the Saturday morning 

launch session. The Pittsburgh Spring Conventionôs list 

of attendees was literally a whoôs who of model rocketry, 

including the heads of model rocket companies and NAR 

dignitaries. 

 Unfortunately at ignition, one or both motors 

CATOed. Quoting the club newsletter article ñthe tail end 

of the rocket was totally disintegrated following the ex-

plosion of the Mini-Max engines. Mr. Leroy Piester, 

president of Centuri Engineering Co., who makes the en-

gines, graciously agreed to replace the destroyed parts. 

This rocket received much publicity as the biggest rocket 

there. Its picture was taken by Vernon Estes, Leroy 

Piester, and many of the other modelers. Its destruction 

was also mentioned in the magazine Model Rocketry and 

in  Starburst, newsletter of the Steel City Section.ò 

 The rocket was later rebuilt and flown as a single 

engine rocket flying on Flight Systemôs impressive F-

100. Three Rivers member Tim Bray plans on flying the 

rocket again, which hasnôt flown in over 30 years, at a 

future PSC launch.   

The North Pittsburgh Rocket Club 

 The North Catholic launches at McCully Field 

attracted other modelers who wanted to fly with them. 

But these new flyers were unable to officially join the 

North Catholic group since it was a high school club. So 

to accommodate everyone, a new club was formed, The 

North Pittsburgh Rocket Club. References to the North 

Three Rivers section:  

A tale of three rocket clubs  
By Art Nestor 

Close ups of the markings on the N.C. Moon Rocket 
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