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The Alexander Family RAMTEC Report
Sarah Steps Up BIG

By Scott Alexander, NAR# 84112

RAMTEC 16 was held over
the Labor Day weekend by SPAAR at
Fort Indiantown Gap. Glenn and Rita
Feveryear played host to our first Re-
gional Contest for the 2011 season.
The SPAAR club is a really great
group of people and they host a won-
derful meet on a flat open field at a
military base known throughout most
of the state as ATh
is right, the recovery areas are pretty
favorable. If the winds are wrong, |
suggest long thick jagggmoof cloth-
ing. Regardless, you have to come for
dinner.

Two weeks before RAMTEC
as we were merrily preparing for flying
our usual Alexander Family profile of
DUCK! in Team, Michala as A Divi-
sion, and me in C Division, Michala
got a heads up-mail from Jacob
Rains. Since he and his father would
not be coming, he was warning Micha-
la that she risked being combined with

Team Division for | ack of competitors 1in
tunity for points in the new season, but PSC would lose all of A Division for the meet costing
the club thousands of points. We quickly

response was to pump her fist at her big sister and run to the basement to build.

She had already built the SuperRocs for DUCK!, but what about the other 4 events?
She took one look atthe M e | t i e kit and said AOh thato
glue it.o Uhé okay. Sure enough the next

The UP Aerospace Spaceloft model John Pace gave out at NARAM 51 was a simple
kit that | ooked I|Iike it could be a fiqualif
quickly assembled it. Hmm, two events built before lunch. She might be able to do this.
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Winter Work

not e
OOPS!

t or 6 s

With the coming of cold Last issue, Team Pittsburgh
weather PSC members turn to build- r an Mi ke Har dobeyods
ing rockets inside for the next launch RAM 52 article. However, ye olde edi-
season. But let me suggest another tor failed to give credit for the photos
indoor rocket related activity. Take in his article. They were taken by John
the time now to organize your past Pace. Sorry about that John.

activities. Start a rocket journal on ) .
y o uHappydiglidaysy ¢ a -

your computer (if
ready) to record your 2010 achieve- The Holidays are nearly up-
us and even thou

ments and to organize your 2010 ,

and then back it up on an external ryone a happy holiday and New
hard drive, DVD or USB drive. Be  yeagr 2011.

sure to add names and dates if possi-

ble. If the task seems to large then

do a little at a time but do something.

In the future youdll
Before you know it, 25 years will
have passed!

be

glad you did

Design Contest

And al so dono
25th Anniversary Design Contest.
The rules are on page 9. There are
some great prizes and who knows,
maybe SEMROC will add your de-
sign to their lineup of rocket kits!
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But, how does an 8 year old build a Helicopter and Jim Filler on the other side of us. The NARHAMS
without a relatively simple kit? After, a bit of research | gang were being more friendly than ever, flying for
found the Tazmanian Devil plans online with all straight PSC points now.
cuts and no moving parts. Sure enough, she even attempted
to airfoil the rotors. It was all built except for gluing on the
rotors Saturday. Sunday after church she finished it up.

Well, the Taz is an awesome helicopter to fly.
It spins all the way up and all the way down. On an A3
-4T this is one fun little rocket, but 5 or 6 second flights
She still needed an eggfter. She could not build are the limit. Good enough for second. Michala quick-
the elliptical fin and shroud arrangement the rest of us werdy answered with a nice little 13 mm Rotaroc that flew
flying, so | asked her what she thought about designing he@ decent flights in stiffening winds.
own. Being too young to even think that this might be a .
bad plan, she quickly agreed. She found 3 fins left over _1Nhe wind got worse as the day progressed, but
from a busted RosaRac (compliments of Reach for the With some decent lulls that allowed for some reasona-
Sky) and grabbed a 150 se Cb(IeifI)?nlg cogdtions, itgygl had thg Be?e_nce.ﬁg\/\ge\%er, i
egg capsule and a launch lug and you have one awkwarye all needed to pick our events and models carefully

; ; . because we coul dnot | eave
looking but apparently flightvorthy egg on a stick de-
signlec?byuan g?/ear olg. 9 y €99 I So Michele and | popped our helicopters up while the

girls went for the parachute models.

Mi chal a DQo6d her first
heavy Spaceloft model managed to pop the chute about
86 off the ground and | ani
second flight. Michala prepped her model again and
managed a neat little pavead for a 4 second flight. At
this point, Dr. Kidwell advised the girls to stop flying
Parachute models. Not out of concern for personal safe-
ty, although he might have been justified considering
the spectacular performances of these models, but he
was quick to point out that the girls were now tied for
1% granting both of them®iplace points and passing
those double points on to the club. Thank you!

So, Sarah was now ready to fly A Division. | was
honestly betting against the elgdgter and the Spaceloft PD
model looked a bit heavy for 1/4A, but even a DQ kept
Michala from being combined, right? Hold it, did she just
build 4 models for 4 different events in 2 days??? Yup. So
why did it take me two months? | guess big sister better get
moving on that egdpfter and the helicopter.

We arrived on site at the Gap early on September
4™ and set up shop next to Rod & Steve with Chris Kidwell
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Michele flying solo for DUCK! in a rather heavi-
er than usual Team Division for a Regional, put up a pairy
of flights with her 13 mm Rotaroc that ended up good

enough for & place. | flew a 42 second flight with my . . )
upscaled Tiddlywink and decided to hold flight 2 for the t° do the J°b The ""'”d knocked her SeCO”d f"ghtgi’ffty |
|

better weather on Sunday. éo ﬁ INéFlé]
; age a short ght and a No e,sot at Ieft Saraﬁ
arated the motor pod on the second flight anyway. place in glider. Looks like Michala better get moving.

some ribbing from Steve over the amount of super glue
fevi denced on her fingers &
first flight. Her meet high 35 second flight was enough

After enjoying a few rounds of timing duty, we
decided to get a few qualifier flights in between the wind
gusts. This resulted in a 27 second PD return for me an
1 badly scrambled egg. Sarah launched her special eg

With Range Duty behind us it was time to fly
§uper Roc. The air was dying down and thermals were
tarting to form. This is what | was waiting for!!! This

lofter which promptly got squirrelly on the launch rod as ;[ .h N ; v Ie nt q t hat I q Wda n tle |
and flipped repeatedly in the center of the launch ring. ESr a (t: b I c tf] ¢ N gk l'ng au;]ﬂ eplo
The egg miraculously survived to fly another day. Sarah frznm ube ?n hte a{rr]n atn hnew we Cc;‘f[ y mhexcess
and Rita marked it nSarahO]c Bgﬂ Véﬂ' Ogﬁ‘ée”@%BL\ 8|3|§§§p|nqt
Sunday. Mi chel e DQ6d a PE'POFnao gy we decided we
were getting hungry. Mi chala got ready i
| dA : Rax b kedo 5 of
For those of you who I:Jﬁ é}ralght andé{ru:;/é Sﬁveﬁzgnd Roclf V\?e e timing angaas

gry is not a problem with the SPAAR gang. It is impossi-
ble to leave Villa Rosa hungry. That is some of the finest
Italian food that anyone could ever discuss rocketry over.
It is always nice to sit down to dinner with a great group
of fellow rocketeers after a long day on the field.

the rocket gently arced over | started to beg on her be-
hal fé depl oy, DEPLOY! Ri ¢
chute unfolded neatly and popped open just like on the
farm. A chorus of fAWhat si z
around the field as the rocket drifted slowly across the
Sunday was a much nicer day. A few of the field without sinking. | started running for the deep re-
breezes carried over early, but the tube was set up for eggovery areas down by the lake. 5 minutes later Steve
l ofting and a | ight br eez ealedmeandhe cel phank to advise ene that they aoslld ¢
mess with egdofters. Michele flew first and gota 40 sti |l | track it and it wasn
second flight that was good enough to take second behindame, but it was time for me to get my own flight up. |
the Flying IBeams. Michala launched next and oddly started the long hike back while Michala apparently
separated her shroud lines fromthe Gkea s y 3 6 0 preppadc neodel #2 with a streamer to get a qualified re-
That annoyed her so she decided to cool off with a gliderturn. | got back just in time to see it fly. She had to ask

flight while | scrambl ed &etomerhte stopéngng hewfirst fight i ordedtd detythe s e
rated shroud | ines. Ho | d flight card anchpadsback foriflight 2z The firss flighttwas b r
theybére burned! Jim Fil |l estoppgduatjeskunder 12 ninutessag 1d3,400spoints nhiles c
additional flame arresting methods and we were able tdt was still climbing, but it sure was fun.

; R . c
sal vage our Mi chal abds fllghtMpNéﬁglea szg)ort Clﬁléjéiehg N

even qualified her precious egg number 8 with the addi-
tion of a second launch lug. Rita and Sarah promptly decseﬁogd ﬂ'gh:] as II Ioao{e?j rl:p 'f“y first SW& She
orated the winning A division egg with colored markers asked me where 1 wanted her for recovery y-answer

while Michele nscrambledow?dﬁhe%%%slfl?%e Od%OShiet gqrumbA?tc

into the car for the trip home. This is getting interesting. \(/:va; Il ed @ \éeeagdd y Oppned u%fgrdlmlngS almo(I)

We really needed to get some gliders and Superclimbed out straight as an arrow. It arced over at apogee
Rocs going. Between range duty shifts, Sarah launcheee nd popped the Dbig 360 paras

nice glider flight with her MiniDeltie (21 seconds) and ve c¢ry out, fAOh no, what d
immediately flew it again but it popped off the pod a bit over to see him pull up a chair and plop down as the
early and only managed 7 seconds. She followed witha oc ket st a r t ed following Mi

Super Roc on an 180 Myl ar <chut

very cool flight. She was happy and done. I took oﬁofor the fleld as 81e rocEe?actuahy start-

ed to sink toward the field short of the lake. | thought for

Michele and Michala came off shift and Sarah a minute it might come down around the 3 minute mark
and | took their places timing. Speaking of time, it was and allow me a return on a potential record setting flight,
starting to get tight. Michele had built our second Mini but no, it was only teasing. About 80 feet off the ground
Deltie kit in the hotel room over night and had taken it suddenly stalled then began to go straight up. | walked
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directly under it as it started to climb slowly, then faster With the help of our friends, PSC came home
and higher. As | got to the edge of the lake my cell with 11,259 points. The girls combined for 3972 points.
phone rang. It was Rod telling me to come back quicklylmagine what we can do in the Spring with a pair of B
and prep another model because | only had 15 minutes t®ivisioners. | hope the boys are reading this!

range closure. It is nice to have the PSC crew looking
out for you when you start to lose track of time while out
on a chase.

| hope to see a really great turn out at the Spring
Regionals. Fully loaded, a 20,000 point event is not out
of the question and we should be able to get our key com-

I ran the whole way back from the lake. Gasping petitors some points going into NARAM 53 in Ohio.
for air, | quickly pulled the second model out and put a Until then, enjoy some sport flying and have a productive
4x40 streamer in it. | was scrambling now and still hadAibui | di ng seasono!
another glider and 2 PD models to fly. No way. |
launched the Supd&toc and Steve seemed relieved to see
a streamer deploy. Me too, a DQ would have turned into

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

a very long ride home. Michele would have been driving

with me bound and gagged on the luggage rack for m
own protection. Both chutes were still visible, flickering
in a distant cloud, as Glenn declared the range officially
closed.

Glenn prepared the results and Rita prepped th
awards and ribbons as everyone tore down the range a
tents. PSC took home its share with FlyiAgeams and
DUCK! going 12 in Team. The girls obviously split A
Division by the thinnest of margins. Glenn asked us fif
we had figured it out, but we knew it was too close to cal
without the actual numbers. 12 points separated the girl
but little Sarah who stepped up to save Michala from be
ing combined with Team won the well deserved A Divi-
sion Championship.

y

Websighted

By Art Nestor

a)

-

A recent article in the October 24th Butler Ea
By amateur astronomer Mike Lynch, provided intered
information on spotting mamade satellites in the s
after dark.
types of satellites and their orbits, how to tell them 3
and when best to spot them. His article also refere
bthe following two websites that offer help in track
rsatellites, the Space Shuttle and the International §
Station. | still have the newspaper for anyone who wj
like to read the full article.

Heavenbdés Above

www.heavensabove.com

and

Real Time Satellite Tracking at:

WWW.N2y0.com/?s=25544
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