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MAY - JUN 2011 www.psc473.org 

PSCé TO INFINITY and beyond 

TO INFINITY !!!  

Thereôs no better way to 

start off this 25th anniver-

sary issue than with the 

inside stories behind the 

groundbreaking new club 

kit, PSC Infinity. 

Above: The brains behind 

the Infinity, John Brohm 

& Mike Hardobey. Photo 

by Art Nestor 

Left: Infinity launch! Pho-

to by John Brohm. 

For a list of all the great 

articles in this issue, 

please see the Table of 

Contents on page 2. 

  25TH ANNIVERSARY 

SUPER SPECTACULAR. 

OUR LARGEST ISSUE 

EVER -  24 PAGES ! 

http://www.psc473.org/
http://www.PSC473.org
http://www.nar.org/
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TEAM PITTSBURGH 

 is published bimonthly by the  

Pittsburgh Space Command  

NAR Section #473  

 

Uncopyrighted material  

appearing in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

may be reprinted provided proper  

credit is given to the author and to  

TEAM PITTSBURGH. 

 

AD SPACE in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is available free to  

members in good standing.  

 

PSC Yearly dues: 

17 & under ---  $6.00  

18 & over & family -$14.00 

(Membership includes  

newsletter subscription)  

 

Send PSC dues to: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive  

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

NOTE: Make Checks payable to 

Pittsburgh Space Command  

  

PSC OFFICERS for 2011 

President               John Pace  

Vice President            

Treasurer               Jerry Kraus  

Section Advisor       Rod Schafer  

TP Editor                Art Nestor  

Webmaster            Mike Hardobey  

Website       http://www.psc473.org  

  

Submit articles for publication to:  

Art Nestor  

230 Arthur Street  

Zelienople, Pa 16063 

Email: artpeg@hotmail.com  

 

The Pittsburgh Space Command  

  Is dedicated to the advancement  

of safe model rocketry.  

05/06/11-69 

ATTENTION NAR SECTIONS:          

Please send newsletter exchanges  

to: 

John Pace 

  111 Crystal Springs Drive 

      Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

      Phone: (724) 742-8692  

  724-779-2000  

     

 

 

 

                  1713 Rt. 228 Suite L1,  Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066  

                  HOURS: MON THRU FRI 10-9, SAT 10-8, SUN 11-5                            

   NEW ADDRESS? 

NEW PHONE NUMBER? 

CONTACT: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive  

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

Phone: (724) 275-9962 

Table of Contents 

Producing the PSC Infinity by John Brohm                                     3 

PSC Infinity by  Mike Hardobey                                                            8 

PSC Infinity Pre-orders   by John Brohm                                       10 

Reach for the Sky Meet Champions                                      10 

Reflections by Vernon Estes                                                                  11 

25 Years in the Making by Mark Casatta                                          12 

PSCôs 25th by Mort Binstock                                                                13 

Joining Pittsburgh Space Command by Drew Gray                   14 

The Rarest Issue of Team Pittsburgh? By Art Nestor                16 

Notes From the Prez by John Pace                                                    17 

25th Anniversary Founderôs Message by Art Nestor                  18                

Spaced Out Weekend 2011 by John Brohm                                     19 

Life of Hermann Ganswindt  by Francis Graham                          20     

Rocket Experience Iôll Never Forget by Russell Cummins         22 

VFO Update by Mort Binstock                                                             22 

Words From the Wife of a Rocketeer by Karen Cummins          23 

Launch Windows                                                                     23 

http://www.PSC473.org
mailto:artpeg@hotmail.com


Team Pittsburgh #158  

3 

Producing the PSC Infinity 
 

By John Brohm ï NAR #78048 

 

 

 As many of you 

are aware, this year marks 

PSCôs 25th Anniversary. 

Since its founding by Art 

Nestor in 1986, PSC has 

grown into a vibrant sec-

tion of the NAR, compris-

ing a varied membership 

with diverse interests cov-

ering virtually all aspects 

of the hobby. In our 25 

years to date, PSC has 

hosted two NARAMs, is 

host to several of the top 

competition flyers in the 

NAR, and has consistently produced a high quality news-

letter, winning the LAC newsletter award in 2006. PSCôs 

achievements are a product of the passion its membership 

holds for the hobby, and a reflection of the membershipôs 

volunteering spirit. Weôre proud to be Western Pennsylva-

niaôs model rocket club, and we eagerly look forward to 

what lies in store in the next 25 years. 

 To celebrate this important milestone, PSCôs lead-

ership committee planned several events and activities. 

Leading off was a 25th Anniversary patch, and here we 

started with a great patch idea by Mike Hardobey. With a 

few refinements contributed by several club members, we 

soon had an excellent Anniversary patch, and if you have-

nôt seen it (or bought it) yet, you can find it on our club 

website. 

 In addition, an Anniversary launch was scheduled 

for May 22, 2011, and we also organized a commemorative 

kit design competition. Most of you know by now that the 

design competition was also won by Mike Hardobey, his 

winning entry a challenging two stage, dual cluster design 

called the PSC Infinity. Iôve had the privilege of working 

with Mike to have his design produced as a kit, and with 

the kind support of Semroc Astronautics Corporation, we 

were able to do exactly that. 

 The process started with Mikeôs sketch, as submit-

ted to PSCôs Design Competition Review Board. Like so 

many other entries, Mikeôs submittal fulfilled the basic re-

quirements ï a parts list, a fin template, a conceptual illus-

tration, and a target budget. Photo 1 illustrates Mikeôs sub-

mittal. 

 

Photo 1: PSC Infinity, Mk.I  

 

 As kit engineer, I had the responsibility to 

work up a corresponding RockSim file; this allowed us 

to validate the parts list, dimensions, and component 

fit, as well as stability. RockSim was invaluable in this 

regard, and we found that we needed to adjust the 

sweep of the fins to improve the overall stability of the 

design. 

 After some number crunching, part and fit ad-

justment, we arrived at quite a nice virtual model, as 

shown in Photo 2: 

 

 Photo 2: PSC Infinity, Mk.2 

 

http://www.semroc.com/Store/Scripts/default.asp

