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Steel City Smoke Traill - 12
June 9 & 10, 2012

The Alexander girls, Michala left and Sara right, prepare their competition mod-
els for launch at SCST - 12 at the Weber Farm near Grove City, Pa. It was a family
affair that weekend, with both mom Michelle and dad Scott also in attendance. See
page 3 for coverage of the Meet by John Pace, page 4 for the list of Meet Champions,
and pages 8 to 10 for complete standings. Photos by Art Nestor.
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the

last redstone
by Sam Gordon

The sands on a beach are
no different from the sands
of time. They can easily be

blown away along with

dreams. Sometimes, miracles

happen, fate steps in, and

the impossible becomes
possible...

Sam

Gordon
Sam Gordonbés new book is now avai
502 pages youbre certainly getting Vyc
on Samés own | ife as a young rockete

captures the wonder of the early years of model rocketry, blending true life
events with fictional storytelling. Sample pages can be read o@livek it out!
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Jerry Kraus
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Hobby Express

7247792000
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Please send newsletter exchangefp
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H H three flights totaling 215 seconds while the flying |
Steel Cltv SmOke Trall 12 Beams three flights totaled 222 seconds. The flying |
Beams used an FAI fiberglass model with internal rotors
while John used a basic Rotaroc type helicopter with dou-
By John Pace ble wide blades. Interestingly the results were about the
s ame. I n ABO streamer ACO I
SPAAR ran away with the highest total time for the three
: flights even though one of his flights was disqualified for
On June Yand 10, Pittsburgh Space Command separation. Glen managed to hit 136 seconds on his first

held the 12 annual Steel City Smoke Trail. Not only o : .
would it be the first time PSC has held this event outsidequa“ﬂed flight and then max (180 seconds) on his second

of Camp Lutherlyn since October 2006, but it would alsoq ualified Tl1ight. lom not

: ) : streamer material but | wish | could get my hands on
be the first opportunity for a group outside PSC to fly on some before NARANB4. Probably one of the more in-
our new field.

teresting competitions was
Steel City Smoke Trail had been a fall eventwithe s peci al ly the results in
the two day launch coinciding with a Pittsburgh Tripoli Sunday NOVAAROGs Greg Bock
launch. SCST 1 was held October 30and 2% at the boost glider with more tot a
Dragonds Fire HP | aunch siitBe& iomr GihTaeralneor.oiGr ePgA.wad ns i2:
was moved back to Camp Lutherlyn and in 2007 theclubl ooked | i ke a shoo in for f
officers decided to make it a summer regional event duductantly decided to enter the event hoping to just get a
to the uncertainty of our late fall weather. Camp Luther-qu al i fi ed fl i ght. Ti me was
lyn had always been a difficult place for a regional rock- rived late to the Sunday launch and had to make six of his
etry event and typically led to tens of rockets being losttoown f I i ghts (3 ABO0O streame
the ponds, trees or just carried out of sight by thermalsp |l us t hree proxy @ BoFoxainean
never to be seen from again. ninety minutes, not an easy task. By the time John had

This ye airld mark&dadw beginning [ | ni shed flying his ABO st
for PSCds regional event W'Lt?aﬂ‘ GII:OFF% h_e(yzbd?agoptﬁ% fRiRues, to make hisg |
wider range of competition due to the sheer size of the! N €€ gl i de flights. John
Weber farm. Whgre the streamer from the pod wraps around the glider

. ) pulling both the glider and the pod to the ground. Thus

For this -Y2etferedests W€ ®fen flight one was disqualified. John had to at least make a
Spot Landing, Set Duration (50sec), Set Altitude (200m), second flight in order to get qualifying points. This time
AAO Helicopued, maBbDi Bo-0s the fad defamated froM thet glider and the model road a
round, and fiBmound A torlaftweive Mgy thermals to a time of 62 seconds. There was still 10
individuals competed i n t khRuted BfPand WitBtAe ofhdlt Bompefitdts clakingihifni ¢
In addition, there were four teams. The sections reprepn John made his third glider flight. Like the second it
sented at the event were PSC, NARHAMS (Fredrick, yas a nice boost with good pod separation. However, this
MD), SPAAR  (Elizabethtown, PA), NOVAAR  time the model seemed to find a nice thermal and instead
(Alexandria, VA) and SOJARS (Williamstown, NJ). The of coasting back to the launch site the model road the
weather was outstanding although the winds Saturdayhermal higher and higher recording a max time of 180
were blowing to the northeast pushing some models intaseconds for a total score of 242 seconds tying Greg Bock
the neighboring trailer cfufistplacel] URtortth&tdly for YohrPthealddelOfleve |

trailer pal’k had ever seen a model rocket before. away. John was hop|ng to clone it for NARABA.
It seemed that each event had its own special So whatodos the moral of
highlight. NARHAMS Kevin Johnson of the team Mur- 3 ¢ t wo. First, donét feel

phydos Lawyers had an al mo gkt highadct nfoflel ancuBlifetpistdnd dhd dir ReSistaft F
ping his model only 1.45 meters or 4.75 feet from thetypes to compete in NAR regional or national events.

target. In set duration, NARHAJkat tdChave these thihgd W §dul arsénBl bui C
division posted a set duration of 49 seconds justoneseG; oy donét need them to comp
ond from the set point. | it Basic rAobes ifolind Brethe NERSWesite odirPpAst

with the help of his fellow-Beam Kid members, added issyes of Model Rocketry Magazine or Sport Rocketry
just enough clay weight to their model to post an altitudepagazine. Secondly, never give up. | could have easily

200 meters. In AAO heli C0thbr‘fhés\eéoﬁdﬂi?f’bﬂt‘%{é}:iﬂeﬁ%gi\%ﬁ&\elﬂsﬁtl‘}. c
trol of this event in both ACO an team with John P:
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