
Team Pittsburgh #165  

1 

Newsletter of the Pittsburgh Space Command NAR Section #473 

National Champion Section 2011 

Jul - Aug 2012  

Steel City Smoke Trail - 12 
June 9 & 10, 2012  

 The Alexander girls, Michala left and Sara right, prepare their competition mod-
els for launch at SCST - 12 at the Weber Farm near Grove City, Pa. It was a family 
affair that weekend, with both mom Michelle and dad Scott also in attendance. See 
page 3 for coverage of the Meet by John Pace, page 4 for the list of Meet Champions, 
and pages 8 to 10 for complete standings. Photos by Art Nestor. 
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TEAM PITTSBURGH. 

 

AD SPACE in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is available free to  

members in good standing.  

 

PSC Yearly dues: 

17 & under ---  $6.00  

18 & over & family -  $14.00 

(Membership includes  

newsletter subscription)  

 

Send PSC dues to: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive  

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

NOTE: Make Checks payable to 

Pittsburgh Space Command  

  

PSC OFFICERS for 2012 

President               John Pace  

Vice President        John Brohm    

Treasurer               Jerry Kraus  

Section Advisor       Rod Schafer  

TP Editor                Art Nestor  

Webmaster            Mike Hardobey  

Website       http://www.psc473.org  

  

Submit articles for publication to:  

Art Nestor  

230 Arthur Street  

Zelienople, Pa 16063 

Email: artpeg@hotmail.com  

 

The Pittsburgh Space Command  

  Is dedicated to the advancement  

of safe model rocketry.  

07/15/12-76 

ATTENTION NAR SECTIONS:          
Please send newsletter exchanges  

to: 

John Pace 

111 Crystal Springs Drive 

Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

Phone: (724) 742-8692 

 

724-779-2000 
1713 Rt. 228 Suite L1, 

Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

HOURS: MON THRU FRI 10-9, 

SAT 10-8, SUN 11-5                            

 Sam Gordonôs new book is now available on Amazon.com for $13.95. At 

502 pages youôre certainly getting your moneyôs worth. The story, partially based 

on Samôs own life as a young rocketeer growing up in Oil City, Pa, realistically 

captures the wonder of the early years of  model rocketry, blending true life 

events  with fictional storytelling. Sample pages can be read online. Check it out! 

NEW ADDRESS? 
NEW PHONE NUMBER? 

CONTACT: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive 

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

Phone: (724) 275-9962 

Sam 

Gordon 

http://www.PSC473.org
mailto:artpeg@hotmail.com
http://www.psc473.org/
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three flights totaling 215 seconds while the flying I-

Beams three flights totaled 222 seconds. The flying I-

Beams used an FAI fiberglass model with internal rotors 

while John used a basic Rotaroc type helicopter with dou-

ble wide blades. Interestingly the results were about the 

same. In ñBò streamer ñCò Divisioner Glen Feveryear of 

SPAAR ran away with the highest total time for the three 

flights even though one of his flights was disqualified for 

separation. Glen managed to hit 136 seconds on his first 

qualified flight and then max (180 seconds) on his second 

qualified flight. Iôm not sure what Glen used for his 

streamer material but I wish I could get my hands on 

some before NARAM-54. Probably one of the more in-

teresting competitions was ñBò Boost Glider Duration 

especially the results in the ñCò division. By noon on 

Sunday NOVAARôs Greg Bock held first place in ñBò 

boost glider with more total seconds than anyone in ñAò, 

ñBò or ñTeamò. Greg was sitting on 242 seconds which 

looked like a shoo in for first place. PSCôs John Pace re-

luctantly decided to enter the event hoping to just get a 

qualified flight. Time was not on Johnôs side. He had ar-

rived late to the Sunday launch and had to make six of his 

own flights (3 ñBò streamers and 3 ñBò Boost Gliders) 

plus three proxy ñBò streamer flights for team G-Force in 

ninety minutes, not an easy task. By the time John had 

finished flying his ñBò steamer models as well as those 

for team G-Force he had about 45 minutes to make his 

three glider flights. Johnôs first flight was a red baron 

where the streamer from the pod wraps around the glider 

pulling both the glider and the pod to the ground. Thus 

flight one was disqualified. John had to at least make a 

second flight in order to get qualifying points. This time 

the pod separated from the glider and the model road a 

few thermals to a time of 62 seconds. There was still 10 

minutes left and with the other competitors coaxing him 

on John made his third glider flight. Like the second it 

was a nice boost with good pod separation. However, this 

time the model seemed to find a nice thermal and instead 

of coasting back to the launch site the model road the 

thermal higher and higher recording a max time of 180 

seconds for a total score of 242 seconds tying Greg Bock 

for first place.  Unfortunately for John the model flew 

away. John was hoping to clone it for NARAM-54. 

 So whatôs the moral of the story? I believe there 

are two. First, donôt feel like you have to build an ultra 

light, high tech model and utilize pistons and air resistant 

tubes to compete in NAR regional or national events. 

Sure it is great to have these things in your arsenal but 

you donôt need them to compete. You can win with many 

of the basic models found on the NAR website or in past 

issues of Model Rocketry Magazine or Sport Rocketry 

Magazine. Secondly, never give up. I could have easily 

decided not to fly a boost glider or even stopped flying 

after the second flight but decided to give it one last try.  

Steel City Smoke Trail 12  
 

By John Pace 

 

 On June 9th and 10th, Pittsburgh Space Command 

held the 12th annual Steel City Smoke Trail. Not only 

would it be the first time PSC has held this event outside 

of Camp Lutherlyn since October 2006, but it would also 

be the first opportunity for a group outside PSC to fly on 

our new field.  

 Steel City Smoke Trail had been a fall event with 

the two day launch coinciding with a Pittsburgh Tripoli 

launch. SCST ï 1 was held October 20th and 21st at the 

Dragonôs Fire HP launch site in Charleroi, PA.  In 2006 it 

was moved back to Camp Lutherlyn and in 2007 the club 

officers decided to make it a summer regional event due 

to the uncertainty of our late fall weather. Camp Luther-

lyn had always been a difficult place for a regional rock-

etry event and typically led to tens of rockets being lost to 

the ponds, trees or just carried out of sight by thermals 

never to be seen from again.  

 This yearôs SCST ï 12 marked a new beginning 

for PSCôs regional event with the opportunity to select a 

wider range of competition due to the sheer size of the 

Weber farm. 

 For this yearôs SCST-12 the events were Open 

Spot Landing, Set Duration (50sec), Set Altitude (200m), 

ñAò Helicopter multi-round, ñBò Boost Glider multi-

round, and ñBò Streamer multi-round. A total of twelve 

individuals competed in the ñAò, ñBò and ñCò divisions. 

In addition, there were four teams. The sections repre-

sented at the event were PSC, NARHAMS (Fredrick, 

MD), SPAAR (Elizabethtown, PA), NOVAAR 

(Alexandria, VA) and SOJARS (Williamstown, NJ). The 

weather was outstanding although the winds Saturday 

were blowing to the northeast pushing some models into 

the neighboring trailer court. Iôm not sure anyone in the 

trailer park had ever seen a model rocket before. 

 It seemed that each event had its own special 

highlight. NARHAMS Kevin Johnson of the team Mur-

phyôs Lawyers had an almost perfect spot landing drop-

ping his model only 1.45 meters or 4.75 feet from the 

target. In set duration, NARHAMS Chris Kidwell in ñCò 

division posted a set duration of 49 seconds just one sec-

ond from the set point. In set altitude, PSCôs John Brohm 

with the help of his fellow I-Beam Kid members, added 

just enough clay weight to their model to post an altitude 

of 202 meters for a 1% deviation from the set mark of 

200 meters. In ñAò helicopter it appeared PSC had con-

trol of this event in both ñCò and team with John Paceôs 




