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N Unigue Piece oF MopeL [RocKeT HisToRry

By Steve Foster

Since this is sort of some continuing coverage
of NARAM-55 | 61 | start of by
coverage of NARAMS5 that was included in issue
#172 of Team Pittsburgh. | thought the stories were
great and the numerous pictures that were included re-
ally brought home how much fun the PSC section
members had for the weeklong event; as they say, a
picture is worth a 1000 words and those pictures had a
l ot to say. |l 6m gl ad we
able to submit items for the newslettexhile | always
have good intentions to write something, | also tend to
be immediately pulled by the planning and preparation
for the next event s, and
ord the goings on of the everntso kudos to those that
did, great job guys and gals.

The CannortEducation Fund Auction is always
one of the most anticipated events at every NARAM.
The items brought to the auction by Vernon and Gleda
Estes usually spike the interest of those in attendance ag
their donations always take us back to the early days of
model rocketry, with Estes rocketry in the forefront.
As Vernon spoke about the main contribution he
brought for this year os

hearing about f Hahn Schue,nd s HelaS Midhd€ Steve and Vern immediately fol-
Estes employee and designer in the very early days of lowing the NARAM auction. Photo by Art Nes-
mo d e | rocketry. So Iodve (gncluded a letter by Verno

that further explains the history of the John Schutz

Glider and how he was able to reproduce the glider For me, becoming a BAR (born again rocketeer)
years latefi the glider really does look like it would back inthe midL 9 906 s | found that
have been built in tHheo | aingewhil yth@ts buitlfocketawith differdntSrdcdvéns
itdos a remarkabl e pr esent aévices Which naturally steered me towards building vari-
ous gliders in this pursuit. When | first got back into the
hobby | was not aware of the many rocket glider plans
that had been published iBport Rocketryor readily
available through this fairly new thing called the internet.

As you may have guessed, | was able to place
the winning bid for the John Schutz glider. In this arti-
cle I will elaborate as to why this particular item got
my attention, more so than any other item Vernon and
Gleda have ever brought to past NARAM auctions. Article continues on page 3
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Edi tor s not e

me well enough to distinguish me from
their prey. And since | mainly fly alone
i ng holiday, | 6d I rleallllqg% I Wto%d bee%ggelateldéaa% to
thanks for all the contributors to Teammake _myself 'stand ou Ilttl_e etter
Pittsburgh that make my job as editor aespeually during the fall huntl_ng sea-
lot easier and the newsletter more in—Son' After all, we are responsible to a

teresting. It takes time and real effort tolarge extent for our own safety. The

put together an article. | think manysam? re5p0n§'b'|'ty you exercise when

people do it because they simply enjo%é?lsglr?( or riding a bike at dusk or af-

writing and sharing with others. '

If you enjoy an article in Team It would also be a good idea to
wear some orange when flying at the

Pittsburgh, please take the time t /
thank the person who wrote it. Th(gN eber Farm. Western EAn;Hsrqy:;Tyt_a

aut hor i snot I Ookn?o%siwthp%trmgagoh_
i . . .. rules are stretched a little ‘on private
recognition but it sure is nice to get it! 5d rat

property. I
Hopefully everyone will be able to
Fee me now!

Thanksgiving
In the spirit of the Thanksgiv-

=)

The newsletter is a benefit to
all but is supported by a few. But |
think that everyone has something t
shar e. I f you havewss
thing recently or never at all then take
some time over the slow launch seasor
to write about one of your favorite in-
terests. Readers always like to know
what others are doing.

P N e H | P .

Can you see me now?

I dm not a hat
hoods. But recently while out flying |
noticed hunters in my launch area.
They were wearing bright orange
clothing and hats that made them quite
visible over a good distance. It dawned
on me that while | could see them pret-
ty well, they might not be able to see

/

NEW ADDRESS?
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A Unigue Piece continued from page 1 hooked on NAR competition and the pursuit of even bet-
ter rocket gliders going forward. To this day | spend more
The Estes Tomcat was sort of my only guide as time, more effort, and more testing in the various rocket
a starting point to desigonl iMyervervieds dAdoamt rampt i ehb
So as you can i magi ne ma n jyuckyé&noughyto woe it intp my 9chedule inext sammern 6

always work out as planned and if they did workitwas | 61 I be heading to Bulgarie
more like a flying brick than a sweet floating glide the only event | will be flying in is the rocket glider event

one of them was so bul ky (FA24)forthesecgndltimeni cknamed #AThe
Airlinero. | remember anoth &b, nor\r/]voyc()ju%%ow bhd &t of tWeestorty &nd %/vhy]c I

at my brothefin-l a w6 s b a bdosted in d large . L . o . . :
arc, and crashed down right into a brush pile that was placing the winning bid for this item meant just a little bit

ready to be burned. My wife (Laurie) had exclaimed mgresct)?mr_:‘ner;e ‘]:JSet t‘;]n(iw'gg i;h?tema?gu{ng?{lsee\l/g? tge;r?e
Aright into the trash, w h ir?eia%eotg? c?)wfr%ardJiFr)]Ht's&h%blAte e
upo. I't wasnodét until I st rggé v I'F o9 13 Wm i

ime' N6 one &1se had. stcCeSsfuly %e iGi and flowh &
petitions PSC was hol ding QF&? fdzoy Y §I%{' when. |

. 5 .
learned of the availability of much lighter and more rockeppower gllder,abut ohn'proved it was very possi-

reliable plans that were available to build, mostly used it':elmse 'AS | sa?dub;[aforel Iotgr]1d tr:) (;t(taer r:1 eth%llj r|1tsyto- m
by the competition crowd. In the spring of 1998 | de- : ' y 9

cided to join the NAR with the plans of competing at wards the future, so | plan to plaqe this item in the hands
NARAM40. One of the event s SO ON o8 whp Fagﬂk@epv'vtéf% recardy fgr the next
Boost Glide. This was the one event that | was most 9€neration of roCketeers. Michala Alexander'had a couple

. . : . : f very memorable boost glider flights at her first NA-
interested in. | think all three PSC spring regionals had 0 L .

A BG on the event card an &QAMI anq( Q}erg?ﬁs ﬂl"s 95186”@ sterﬁrohgrttowaordfs m%rﬁ,
attempts in these events, but at the last meet we held in success in her future.

late June | had a couple good flights and even built bet- kAR R A AR

ter gliders that | tested at our sport launch in July. If |
had any chance to win a trophy at NARAM, this
was the event that | had targeted most of my efforts

t owar ds. Sure enough, I D a
was left disappointed in others at NARAAD, but both
my boost gliders flights were much better than any oth-
er flights | had ever previously flown and | won the C
Division A BG eventt Wow!, what a thrill. You could
say in that very instant this one event really got me
chutz Mh;sr&ded at the Smithsonian fonni‘lvv
extended display opens. 2
When John built this replica of his original work it was necessary to contact the Smit
for details of the original. Bob Craddock, model rocket enthusiast at the Smithsonian, N:
happy to provide photographs and drawings of the original, enabling John to build accur :
replicas of his original model. One of the replicas was flown at NARAM-48 held at Estes
Land Colorado. This model has never flown, but appears to be essentially complete. (I have:
the flown model in my personal collection.)
About a year ago | visited John in a nursing home in Canon City. John had kept this model in
his room and gave it to me asking that | take it as he was afraid that if it remained there it
would get lost or destroyed. | asked him to autograph the glider on one of the wings.
John passed away about 6 weeks ago following a fall resulting in a broken hip. | spoke at his
service telling about his work at Estes, about him being the one that was instrumental in
our locating in Penrose, and how much John’s long term friendship meant to us.
Vernon Estes
July 23, 2013
Verndos | etter of authentic

ed the Schutz glider. The

The Schutz glider sold at the NARAM 55 auc- ni _
vided on the next page.

tion and purchased by Steve Foster.
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J O h n SC h utz G I i d er N""’ 24, 1964 J. F. SCHUTZ ETAL 3,157,960

MODEL ROCKET-GLIDER
Filed July 23, 1962

Sale Item at NARAMS55 Auction B ? Shests-Sheot 1

Built by John Schutz in 2000 as a replica of hig
original wor k. Johnods
known successful model rocket gilder. Several other
had tried, and it was the common thought among ear|
model rocketeers that building a glider powered by
Ahigh thrusto model r och
John, an experienced model airplane builder thougl
otherwise, and set out to prove it to Harry Stine an
other early day modelers. His successful effort was th
forerunner of the Astron Space Plane, introduced b
Estes Industries in 1961.
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The original Schutz glider has resided at the
Smithsonian for many years. It is expected to becom
part of the extensive model rocket collection at the Se
attle Museum of Flight when the extended display
opens.

When John built this replica of his original
work it was necessary to contact the Smithsonian fd
details of the original. Bob Craddock, model rocket
enthusiast at the Smithsonian, was happy to provid
photographs and drawings of the original, enabling

John to build accurate replicas of his original model . : INYENTORS

. John F Schutz
One of the replicas was flown at NARANB held at : 4 Vernon D. Estes
Estes Land Colorado. This model has never flown, bt PER M’é‘m Zhone
appears to be essentially complete. (I have the flow ATTORNEYS

model in my personal collection.)

About a year ago | visited John in a nursing Patent drawing for the Estes Astron Space
home in Canon City. John had kept this model in hispjane based on the Schutz glider design.
room and gave it to me asking that | take it as he was
afraid that if it remained there it would get lost or de-
stroyed. | asked him to autograph the glider on one
the wings.

John passed away about 6 weeks ago followif
a fall resulting in a broken hip. | spoke at his servig
telling about his work at Estes, about him being the o
that was instrumental in our locating in Penrose, al
how much Johnés | ong ter

Vernon Estes
July 23, 2013

AMERICA'S NO. 1 CONTEST WINNER AND RECORD HOLDER|

Astron Space Plane






